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us that here is plain indication of a certain rankling
in the mind. It seems now the height of absurdity
to say it, viewing the vast; difference in quality
between the two, but Munday and Jonson had
been in keen rivalry in the crucial clays when
Jonsoif s reputation was in the making, the days
when both were employed as play-planners for
the Admiral's Men. After failing as an actor,
Jonson was anxious to establish himself as a
dramatist^ but his painful lack of facility* evi-
denced by the fact that it sometimes took him
fifteen weeks to write a play, prevented him, at
a time when most plays were written in collabora-
tion and in haste, from getting employment: as a
collaborator, and forced him for the most part
to concentrate on scenario-writing, a class of
work for which he had undeniable gifts, Being
nothing if not conscientious, and having arrived
early at a deep sense of vocation and of the
homage that should be paid to the Muses, he was
incapable of doing slovenly work; and by sheer
force of character, aided and abetted by a self-
Imposed handicap, he eventually won through*
Jonson was among those rarer artists who, in his
own phrasing, "torture their writings, and go
into counsel for every wotd1**1
1 See under *cMemorian in his "Discoveries".